
Art in the Wild
3024 West Willow Street
Lansing, Michigan
Art in the Wild Mural Project

Request for Proposals
Submission Deadline: 04/15/2019

Art in the Wild (AITW) announces a request for proposals (RFP) for art to be used to 
create a new outdoor art mural series.  AITW is requesting proposals of pieces of 
original artwork, already created, that AITW can subsequently have access to 
photograph, and then use as digital high-definition photographic images as part of this 
series of murals.  These murals will be installed on the outside of buildings surrounding 
Ranney Park and the Red Cedar Park for the purpose of promoting clean water.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Ranney Park and the Red Cedar Park located along the Lansing-East Lansing corridor 
are being reinvented by the Ingham County Drain Commissioner to clean storm water, 
by creating features of low impact design such as engineered wetlands, rain gardens, 
and waterfalls (the “PROJECT”).   The PROJECT is scheduled to likely start 
construction in the summer of 2019.  

AITW will use this area of environmental restoration as a backdrop for a quantity of 
privately funded outdoor artwork that will be presented alongside information about how 
our human activities impact our water resources. Specifically, Art in the Wild‘s goal is to 
secure a minimum of $10 million in private funds to purchase art that will be displayed 
outdoors along the 2 1/2 miles of paths through the PROJECT, and to place murals on 
the surrounding buildings.  Art in the Wild will also use such funds to sponsor art related 
activities, including concerts, lectures, and place-based K-12 education.

The murals selected pursuant to this RFP will further AITW’s mission “To enhance 
environmental restoration projects in Mid-Michigan through the placement of art and to 
stimulate human imagination by providing opportunities for environmental education.  
These works of art …will provide opportunities to continuously inspire a public passion 
to protect our water recourses.”

Art in the Wild is issuing this Request for Proposals to secure access to artwork which 
can be used for murals; at a later juncture, Art in the Wild shall issue requests for other 
types of art.

Additional information about AITW is available at artinthewild.org



ELIGIBILITY

This Request for Proposals is open to all artists.

PROPOSAL AWARDS AND FINANCING

 Art in the Wild will initially award 5 applicants $200.00 each for the rights to their digital 
images to be used in the creation of 5 murals.  Art in the Wild will retain information on 
additional qualifying entries and will seek additional private funding for the potential 
exhibition of such additional murals.  By submitting a proposal, artist agrees that 
submitted images may be used by AITW as examples of available mural artwork, when 
communicating with potential sponsors. In the event that a sponsor is found for a 
particular artwork, AITW will contact the applicable artist to determine whether such 
artist is still interested in licensing the image for $200.00.  If the artist is still interested, 
the high definition digital image would then be obtained photographically from the 
artwork by AITW.  

Art in the Wild shall assume all costs of high definition digital reproduction and 
professional installation of the selected artwork using a removable 3M product. These 
murals are capable of adhering to, and remaining in place in good condition on, external 
wall surfaces for 1-4 years.  Agreements will be made between AITW and building 
owners and building tenants regarding the installation of these murals on buildings 
currently located within the PROJECT area. 

Art in the Wild will be responsible for maintaining the murals, and will remove them 
when they are no longer in good condition.  Murals may also be removed for other 
reasons, at the discretion of AITW.

PROJECT TIMELINE

Request for Proposals Issued: 02/01/2019

Submittal Deadline: 04/15/2019

Finalists Selection and Notification: 05/15/2019

Artist Contracting Process:  AITW Artwork Licensing Agreement to be signed and 
returned to AITW within 2 weeks of artist being notified they are one of the 5 RFP 
awardees.  Artist will make the selected artwork available to AITW for photographing 
within 1 month of signing AITW Artwork Licensing Agreement.  AITW will have rights to 
use artwork images on a mural for up to 4 years from the time of mural installation.

Project Completion: Art in the Wild intends that the five selected murals will be installed 
by no later than 12/31/2020, but likely sooner. 



ARTWORK SUBMISSION CRITERIA

PLEASE SUBMIT A FULL COLOR PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUR ORIGINAL ARTWORK.

EACH ARTIST CAN SUBMIT UP TO THREE SEPARATE ENTRIES.

ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE IN JPEG FORMAT.

EACH JPEG OF ARTWORK MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY ALL THE “ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION” NOTED BELOW. 

ORIGINAL ARTWORK SELECTED MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE TO AITW’S 
PHOTOGRAPHER, 

REGION OF RESIDENCE OF ARTIST WILL BE GIVEN PREFERENCE IN THE 
FOLLOWING ORDER:  MID-MICHIGAN, MICHIGAN, STATES OR PROVINCES 
CONTIGUOUS WITH THE GREAT LAKES, ALL OTHERS.

ARTIST’S ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE A MEANINGFUL MESSAGE.

ALL ARTIST GENRES AND SUBJECT MATTER WILL BE CONSIDERED, HOWEVER, 
THOSE ARTWORKS THAT HAVE THE CAPACITY TO “…INSPIRE A PUBLIC 
PASSION TO PROTECT OUR WATER RESOURCES”  WILL BE GIVEN SPECIAL 
CONSIDERATION.

 ARTWORK MUST BE APPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO ACCOMPANY JPEG SUBMISSION:

To be considered, all submissions must, at a minimum, include the following:

TITLE OF ARTWORK

MEDIUM

SIZE OF ORIGINAL ARTWORK

YEAR ARTWORK CREATED

ARTIST(S) NAME(S), (OR ANY ALTERNATIVE ARTIST(S) NAME(S))

YEAR OF ARTIST’S BIRTH



ARTIST’S CITY AND STATE OF RESIDENCE

ARTIST’S WEBSITE (OR HOW THE PUBLIC CAN CONTACT ARTIST)

ARTIST’S <500 CHARACTER STATEMENT ABOUT ARTIST, ARTWORK, AND WHAT 
CLEAN WATER MEANS TO ARTIST

FULL MAILING ADDRESS OF ARTIST

EMAIL ADDRESS OF ARTIST

REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS

The review committee shall consist of members of AITW’S Board and Steering 
Committees, as well as other community leaders chosen by AITW. The review 
committee will be solely responsible for the selection of the winning artwork. The 
selection will be based on the ARTWORK CRITERIA listed above. 

ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWING SELECTION

Art in the Wild will announce winning selections via email to all artists on May 15, 2019.

AITW’S ARTWORK LICENSING AGREEMENT (SEE ATTACHED COPY)

Each selected artist will enter into a two-party agreement between artist and AITW 
which will license the use of a digital image of the artwork to be used by AITW for the 
creation of a public mural. Artist(s) agree to license use of the artwork for a period of 
four years from the time of mural installation.   

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Deadline:  

The JPEG image and the “additional information” listed should be submitted to:  
https://lansingarts.slideroom.com/#/permalink/program/47476/c7MIhEAdfy and must 
arrive not later than 5 p.m. on April 15, 2019.
  
For questions contact: Melody Angel M.D., 3024 West Willow Street, Lansing, MI 
48917;  989-550-1181; email:  melodyangel71@icloud.com

https://lansingarts.slideroom.com/#/permalink/program/47476/c7MIhEAdfy


Art in the Wild reserves the right to reject any or all applications, to reissue this Request 
for Proposals, or to terminate the selection process at any time without prior notice. 

Artist understands and agrees that all materials submitted pursuant to this Request for 
Proposals may be used by Art in the Wild for the purpose of pursuing private donations 
to benefit Art in the Wild. This may include use of these proposal images on our web-
site, brochures about AITW,  Facebook, Instagram, event tickets, etc.  Artist also 
understands and agrees that Art in the Wild may seek sponsors for any artwork 
submitted hereunder.  Should a sponsor be interested, Art in the Wild will contact the 
applicable artist to determine whether an agreement can be reached to license such 
artwork for the benefit of Art in the Wild.

No proposal images will be replicated for sale or put onto items that are for sale, without 
the express written permission of the artist.


